The ovary of the wood mouse, Apodemus sylvaticus, during late pregnancy and lactation.
Female wood mice, Apodemus sylvaticus, were killed on day 18 of pregnancy (P 18) and on days 0, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18 of lactation (L 0, L 3, L 6, L 9, L 12, L 15, and L 18 respectively), and the ovaries were studied. The weight of the ovaries was recorded at dissection. The corpora lutea and the follicles of the right ovary were counted and measured, and the appearance of the interstitial tissue was noted. A decline in weight from day P 18 to day L 6 coincided with a decrease in mean diameter of the corpora lutea. The mean number of corpora lutea did, however, not change over the period. The corpora lutea present throughout lactation were probably from the gestation period; the females did not appear to ovulate post-partum. The interstitial tissue was not affected, as far as could be judged with light microscopy. Ovulatory follicles were only present at times close to expected ovulation; on days P 18 and L 18. A lactational anoestrous is suggested for the wood mouse.